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dering which way he shall answer the necessary pay-
ments'. But I have spoken so largely of that by
itself, that I need not repeat it.

CHAP. XXXI.

Of the tradesman's keeping his books, and casting
up his shop. A remarkable story of a man keep-
ing his accounts in a large business., without being
able to write. The necessity of exact book-keeping.
Of balancing the cash-book. Cautions on this
head necessary to be observed. Exact book-
keeping indicates a man is determined to thrive, if
possible; as negligence in this respect denotes the
contrary. The credit a man gains in the former
case, even though he prove unfortunate. Number-
less lawsuits preventable by exact book-keeping.
Next to taking care of his soul, a tradesman
should take care of his books. The comfort of so
doing in case of sudden illness, fyc.

IT was an ancient and laudable custom with trades-
men in England, once a year to balance their ac-
counts of stock, and of profit and loss; by which
means they could always tell whether they went
backwards or forwards in the world; and this is
called casting up shop ; and indeed this is so neces-
sary a thing to be done, that it is always to me a
bad sign when it is omitted, and looks as if the
tradesman was afraid of entering into a close exami-
nation of his affairs.

As casting up his shop is of great importance to